
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5039 May 7, 2004 
purchased by businesses that are lo-
cated on reservations. This is a huge 
benefit for small businesses on reserva-
tions and gives these businesses the in-
centives they need to expand. 

The JOBS bill also includes several 
new provisions to give an economic lift 
to tribes. Many tribes have difficulty 
raising capital in order to attract con-
vention centers which work attract 
tourists to reservations. Unlike State 
and local governments, as I mentioned 
earlier, tribes do not issue bonds for 
many infrastructure investments. 

I spoke earlier about that provision 
and wanted to restate that the basic 
provisions allow tribes to issue tax ex-
empt bonds to build facilities just as 
State and local governments now have 
the authority to do. I believe treating 
tribes as we do State governments 
makes good economic sense; it gives 
them an even greater sense of responsi-
bility and destiny in controlling their 
own future. They should have that 
same ability just as State and local 
governments. 

So for all those reasons I think those 
Indian reservation provisions in the 
JOBS bill, which are designated to help 
Indians, will help. It is not going to 
solve all the problems on reservations, 
but it will certainly give a little more 
help, a hope, a future to some very de-
pressed parts of our country, and if we 
fulfill our obligations to help out, I 
think we will have done a lot through 
the provisions of the JOBS bill directed 
at reservations. There are many other 
provisions in the JOBS bill, obviously, 
but those directed toward Indian res-
ervations will certainly help those 
folks. I thank all members of the com-
mittee and the chairman of the com-
mittee, Senator GRASSLEY, for includ-
ing them. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon. 
Mr. WYDEN. I ask unanimous con-

sent to speak for up to 15 minutes. I 
know the majority leader wants to 
come as well. I certainly want to be 
courteous to him. I will try to finish in 
less than 15 minutes, but I ask unani-
mous consent to speak at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That 
order has been provided. 

f 

FOREST FUNDING 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I come 

to the floor today to discuss an issue 
that has enormous importance for the 
West and other parts of the country, 
and that is the funding, critically need-
ed funding, to protect our forests. 

I believe we are going to have an ex-
traordinarily difficult time in the next 
few months coping with these forest 
fires that are causing such devastation 
in the West. I was part of a coalition, 
a member of the Budget Committee 
which saw the Senate accept unani-
mously by voice vote a measure that 
would fully fund essentially what we 
were trying to do, again on a bipar-
tisan basis, in the Healthy Forests Res-
toration Act. 

I come today because I have heard 
unofficially that possibly the amend-
ment I authored and which was accept-
ed unanimously in this Chamber is not 
going to make it out of the budget con-
ference. I think this would be a griev-
ous mistake given the reports we are 
getting now about the prospect of an 
extraordinarily difficult fire season. 

The amendment I authored would in-
crease the budget authority to boost 
investments in the Healthy Forests 
Restoration Act to benefit our national 
forests, the environment, local commu-
nities, and local economies. My amend-
ment would add $343 million to last 
year’s $417 million for hazardous fuel 
reduction so as to be able to reach the 
$716 million authorization in title I of 
the Healthy Forests legislation. 

Now, we have talked a lot during this 
session about the importance of haz-
ardous fire reduction projects. We have 
talked about it in the Budget and Ap-
propriations Committees, in the 
Healthy Forests Restoration Act, and 
my colleagues have heard me repeat-
edly talk about how important this 
funding would be. But every year these 
hazardous fuels projects go under-
funded or unfunded, and that means 
another year with little or no warning 
thousands of people in fire-prone com-
munities end up tossing everything 
they can into their cars and fleeing 
their homes without knowing if any-
thing is going to remain when they re-
turn. 

The Forest Service’s inability to do 
all of the hazardous fuels reduction 
projects that needs to get done leads to 
real-life danger on the ground in these 
small western communities. 

It leads to danger in the backyards of 
our citizens, in their recreation areas, 
and the places they gather in their 
communities. 

Two years ago, in July of 2002, the 
Associated Press reported that 17,000 
people faced evacuation in Oregon. 
Here is just a bit of this report: 

Firefighters went door-to-door deciding 
which homes they could save (in Cave Junc-
tion, Oregon) as an explosive 68,000-acre wild-
fire nearby fed off heat, wind and timber. 

These folks were evacuated, and a 
month later they were still evacuated. 
Another article from one of our publi-
cations, the Medford Mail Tribune, 
noted the very personal nature of the 
disruption. It said the Josephine Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office was beginning to re-
unite an estimated 400 evacuated ani-
mals, including livestock and even 
family pets, with evacuated owners. 

The Associated Press, that same 
news outlet, reported just yesterday 
that an early fire season is expected in 
eastern Oregon. We are hearing about 
this all over the West. There are going 
to be lots of fires. They are going to be 
very early. They, in my view, are going 
to cause enormous pain and hardship 
for our communities. 

I implore my colleagues, both in the 
Senate and in the other body, to pro-
tect what we have been able to do in a 
bipartisan kind of fashion, and that is 

to properly and fully fund this critical 
aspect of the Healthy Forests legisla-
tion. 

For years there has been this budg-
etary sleight of hand with respect to 
forest fires, where the Forest Service 
takes from one account and goes to an-
other. When it is all done, it is clear 
there are not enough resources, and 
that is what I tried to change in the 
Healthy Forests legislation. We had bi-
partisan support. Senator DOMENICI, for 
example, has done yeoman’s work on 
this for years and years. Senator 
CRAPO, another colleague in this body, 
has been so supportive of this effort. 

I will take a few minutes to talk 
about what I think is ahead and why I 
hope that if the conference has not 
fully acted that we can protect that 
amendment to fully fund the effort to 
deal with this huge fire risk that we 
are facing. 

Just yesterday, the San Francisco 
Chronicle reported: 

California’s fire season, off to an omi-
nously early start, could be exacerbated by 
increasing numbers of dead trees, frozen 
funding for fuel-reduction projects and the 
implacable expansion of the suburbs into 
wildlands. Federal officials moved Wednes-
day to address one of those concerns, freeing 
$240 million for removal of dead trees in San 
Diego, San Bernardino and Riverside Coun-
ties, after Senator Feinstein complained 
about restrictions on the funds. Still, State 
and national officials say the trend in recent 
years of extremely destructive wildfires in 
California and throughout the West is likely 
to continue this season. 

From the CBS Associated Press story 
entitled ‘‘Early Start For California 
Fires,’’ which came from Corona, CA, 
on May 5, just days ago: 

As acrid smoke for more than 18,000 acres 
of charred brush curled skyward, California 
officials feared the earlier-than-usual start 
of the summer wildfires season could make 
it the most dangerous ever. Just months 
after the most devastating wildfires in State 
history . . . thousands of acres from San 
Diego to Santa Barbara are ablaze. Thou-
sands of firefighters are on the line, and once 
again residents are fleeing advancing flames. 

The same day, the Associated Press 
said: 

It’s like gasoline. More than 1,000 people 
were evacuated in the northeastern Lake 
Elsinore area as the Cerrito Fire was 
whipped up by winds. 

Tuesday, the Los Angeles Daily 
News: 

It was the explosive end to the State’s 
worst fire season, from which the region still 
hasn’t recovered. And this year, authorities 
say, could be worse. Much, much worse. 

To those thousands of folks across 
the country, particularly those whom I 
represent in Oregon who have been 
pounded by these devastating fires year 
after year, the bickering and the back 
and forth in Congress on fully funding 
forest health, this is not a theoretical 
thing to those Oregonians. It is not 
some kind of policy discussion. It is a 
danger to their families, a danger to 
their communities, every single day. 

By working in a bipartisan fashion, 
after more than 25 years the Congress 
came together, passed a landmark 
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piece of wildfire legislation, which was 
signed into law by the President on De-
cember 3 of last year. It is going to pro-
tect communities from catastrophic 
forest fires, preserve old-growth trees, 
restore unhealthy forests, and protect 
the involvement of our communities in 
discussing these issues. 

I was very pleased that because of 
the bipartisan cooperation, we were 
able to get the Senate to pass a bal-
anced practical approach to Healthy 
Forests legislation, and it authorized 
the $760 million that is essential for 
hazardous fuels reduction projects, and 
it made possible my budget amend-
ment that would have provided the 
funding room necessary for the land-
mark legislation. 

Without the help of the budget 
amendment that was adopted earlier, 
the issue that is now being debated in 
Congress, the Healthy Forests Restora-
tion Act is not going to be able to live 
up to the full promise that folks in 
Cave Junction, OR, or Corona, CA, are 
counting on. The amendment in the 
budget resolution will take us a step 
closer to fulfilling the vision that peo-
ple have in the rural West of this law. 
They deserve an approach and critical 
response from the Federal Government, 
starting now with the prospect of a 
devastating fire season. 

This body agreed that hazardous 
fuels reduction projects, the National 
Fire Plan, and the Healthy Forests 
Restoration Act should be given com-
plete and bipartisan support. I am 
hopeful that the budget conferees will 
see the importance of keeping intact 
the unanimously accepted Senate posi-
tion to fight these fires with the re-
sources necessary. 

It is critical that we not disappoint 
people in these small rural commu-
nities across the West. They are count-
ing on the Congress to ensure that they 
have the resources that are going to be 
essential to save their homes and safe-
guard their lives. 

I do not want to see these families 
evacuated again this year and next 
year because the Congress did not do 
its job. 

I urge our colleagues, at a time when 
we are about to go to the budget con-
ference, to support the effort to fully 
fund forest fires, to promote the 
healthy forest effort that we enacted 
on a bipartisan basis. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

MOTHER’S DAY 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this Sun-

day a lot of families will be celebrating 
a very special day, a day of joy, a day 
of thankfulness, and for some a day of 
sadness due to the fact that their loved 
ones, their mothers, have passed. 

Restaurants are going to be packed 
for Sunday brunch. Living rooms are 
going to be full of fidgety children. 
Families are going to recall teasing 
stories, all to tell their moms that 
they love them. 

Mother’s Day is the busiest long-dis-
tance calling day of the year. It ac-
counts for more than one-fifth of all of 
the floral purchases made for the holi-
days. I am looking forward to our own 
holiday with our family, going to 
church, celebrating Mother’s Day with 
our immediate family, and then later 
in the day joining an extended family 
and some old friends for another Moth-
er’s Day dinner. 

Celebrating moms is a tradition that 
stretches back millennia. Ancient 
Greeks celebrated a holiday in honor of 
Rhea, the mythological mother of gods. 
Ancient Romans celebrated their 
mother goddess symbol, Cybele, and in 
the British Isles and Celtic Europe, the 
people honored the goddess, Brigid, and 
later her successor, St. Brigid, in a 
spring tradition of motherhood. 

Mother’s Day in America got its 
start in West Virginia in 1858, led by 
the indefatigable Anna Reeves Jarvis, a 
local schoolteacher. After years of pe-
titioning, Mother’s Day finally became 
an official American holiday in 1914, 
and it was passed in the Congress as a 
joint resolution and signed by Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson. 

Today, 90 years later, Mother’s Day 
is celebrated all over the world, not 
just in the United States—in Denmark, 
Finland, Italy, Turkey, Australia, Bel-
gium. 

Abraham Lincoln said of his mom: 
All that I am or hope to be, I owe to 
my angel mother. 

It is a sentiment that is shared by 
the humble and by the lofty, through-
out the ages and across the continents. 
Human nature binds us to our mothers. 
The Bible instructs us to respect and 
obey our mothers, and in turn mothers 
give us that gift that there is no way to 
return, that ultimate gift, the gift of 
life. 

I close on this tribute to Mother’s 
Day and all the mothers who are lis-
tening and to all the families who have 
lost their mothers with a quote by the 
basketball legend Karim Abdul-Jabar. I 
think it speaks to how we all remem-
ber our moms—looking after us, taking 
care of all the little details, reminding 
us of the things we would miss as we 
are growing up, understanding all our 
unique attributes we might have, as we 
think of that basketball legend. Karim 
said: 

My mother had to send me to the movies 
with my birth certificate so that I wouldn’t 
have to pay the extra 50 cents the adults had 
to pay. 

Yes, it is the moms who were think-
ing about what we never necessarily 
thought of, looking at each of us as 
those very special instruments of life. 

So happy Mother’s Day to all the 
mothers around the world and to my 
mom, who died 6 years ago. I miss her 
very much. To my wife Karyn’s mom, 
Kathryn McLaughlin in Ft Worth, TX, 
happy Mother’s Day; and of course 
most especially to my wife Karyn, who 
is the rock of our family, who keeps it 
all together. 

MOTHER’S DAY 
Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, this com-

ing Sunday is Mother’s Day. In kinder-
gartens across the Nation, small hands 
are being pressed against pink con-
struction paper hearts, creating a 
somewhat smudgy record of loving 
hand prints for posterity. Those same 
small hands will clutch a crayon tight-
ly in order to scribe in wobbly letters 
the heartfelt sentiments so beloved by 
Mothers—the three best words on 
earth: I love you. 

Older children’s efforts to honor their 
mothers may be more sophisticated, 
but the sentiment remains the same: I 
love you, Mother. Or Mom, Mommy, 
Mama, Ma, or Maw. The name may 
show some variation across the coun-
try, but the title remains a cherished 
one. The flowers, too, may show some 
variation, from the short-stemmed 
fistful of buttercups wilting in a 
sweaty young palm to the artistry of 
the floral arranger with the world’s 
bounty of blossoms at his or her finger-
tips. And these days, the cards may 
range from time-honored construction 
paper classics through sweet and witty 
store-boughts, to animated e-mail ex-
travaganzas. 

Whatever the display laid at the 
mother’s feet this Sunday, the old 
adage remains true: It is the thought 
that counts. Mothers, who so often put 
their children and husband first, and 
themselves always last, will surely be 
touched by the love reflected in the ef-
forts to make her day a special one. 
From a plate of cold toast and runny 
home-cooked eggs to an elaborate Sun-
day restaurant brunch, the meal will 
taste the same to a mother on Mother’s 
Day. It will taste of love. 

It was just such a love that brought 
about the first Mother’s Day, and the 
depth of the sentiment was and is such 
that this holiday continues to resonate 
among families today. 

The first Mother’s Day proclamation, 
I am proud to note, was issued by the 
Governor of West Virginia in 1910, but 
by 1911 every State had its own observ-
ances. Such is the depth of sentiment 
for mothers across the Nation that 
fueled the spread of Mother’s Day ob-
servances like wildfires across the 
parched West. 

The Mother’s Day International As-
sociation was incorporated on Decem-
ber 12, 1912, for the purpose of fur-
thering the observance of Mother’s 
Day. By May 1913, the House of Rep-
resentatives had adopted a resolution 
requesting that the President and 
other Federal Government officials 
wear a white carnation on Mother’s 
Day. The following year, on May 8, 
1914, the Congress adopted a joint reso-
lution designating the second Sunday 
in May as Mother’s Day and urging the 
U.S. Flag to be flown on Government 
buildings and private homes on that 
day ‘‘as a public expression of our love 
and reverence for the mothers of our 
country.’’ President Woodrow Wilson 
issued the first proclamation making 
Mother’s Day an official national holi-
day. 
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